MEDIA REVIEW
(1) Is it prudent to admit refugees from countries plagued by terrorism?
(2) Is there a risk of terrorists "infiltrating" the U.S. refugee resettlement program? (3) How do we balance our commitment to Biblical commands to care for the vulnerable with a natural desire to safeguard our own security? (4) How do churches and leaders respond as questions become politicized with government leaders calling for new restrictions on-or even a complete halt to-refugee resettlement?
In the Tool Kit, World Relief responds to each of these questions.
We believe it's a false choice to suggest that we must choose between safety and compassion. … It's also our conviction that our commitment to the Scriptures compels us to continue with this vital ministry. … Our faith also compels us to continue to welcome those of other religious traditions. … We pray that this tool kit will serve you well as you lead your leaders, staff, and congregants to think and act uniquely as Christians.
The Tool Kit is 48 pages long and comprises textual and graphical materials augmented with links to videos, news articles, and academic papers relevant to the current Syrian refugee crisis. Sections 1 and 2, titled Discerning How to Address the
Syrian Refugee Crisis at Your Church and Recommendations for Engaging a Syrian Refugee Crisis Conversation with Elders, Staff, Leaders, or Small Groups in Your
Church, discuss various strategies for dealing with existing fears and perspectives among church members. Links to 7 short videos in which refugees tell about their experiences help viewers to connect the refugees' stories to their own lives. Since the key religious/ethical concepts of practicing hospitality, loving one's neighbor, and practicing the Golden Rule are valued by many religious and secular groups throughout the U.S and around the world, these concepts could also be easily translated into secular language or terminology more familiar to other religions, cultures, and community-based organizations. As a Catholic who is intensely interested in Catholic social justice issues and a Rotarian active in Rotary International, I can see ways to adapt these materials for presentation to other churches or secular service groups. Nearly all of the materials can be used "as is," and those that need to be adapted can be "translated" into terminology more familiar to the other groups. Religious statements can be omitted altogether, if desired.
